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“A Leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way” -J.Maxwell

On Saturday, March 18 five HARP Academy students advanced to The 
International HOSA-Future Health Professionals Competitive Event/
Conference which will be held in Orlando, Florida from June 21-June 25. 
In the world of healthcare this is a huge honor. HARP Academy students 
under the leadership of their teacher, Mrs. Lecia Williamson, placed first 
in two categories-The Medical Innovation Team (Chaniah Crawford, 
Anthony Garces, and Franchesca Ortiz) developed an app that can be 

utilized to improve Health Literacy in the 
Healthcare field. Two other students, Shana 
Blathers and Ryan Palmer won first and second 
place in the Interviewing Skills event. They also 
qualified to attend the International Conference. 
HARP Academy also placed fourth and fifth in 
The Parliamentary Procedure and Public Service Announcement Category. 
HARP Academy students competed against students from all over the state and 
WON BIG! Congratulations Florida Bound HOSA Winners.
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PRINCIPAL’S SPOTLIGHT

In addition to PARCC, what assessments will 
HARP Academy students take this Spring? 

Thankfully, PARCC testing is nearly completed. 
The PARCC team did an amazing job of making 
sure that testing went smoothly.  AP Chemistry, 
AP Language and Composition, and AP Calculus 
AB exams will occur during the first and second 
weeks in May. In mid-May, forty-two students in 
our Rutgers dual enrollment courses will take 
online college assessments. A score of 75% or 
better will earn students college credits. Patient 
Care II and Dental Assisting II students will take 
the NOCTI(National Occupational Competency 
Testing Institute) Exam. A qualifying score will 
allow Patient Care II students to earn a Patient 
Care certificate. All students will take scheduled 
final exams in all courses.   

What civic engagement activities will occur 
during the last part of the school year?  

On April 30, forty HARP Academy Interactors, 
students, and staff will participate in the March 
of Dimes Walkathon at Wayne Hills High School. 
We kicked off the event on April 13 by having a 
Wear Purple-Raise Awareness Day. Every 
student who donated at least $1.00 received a 
purple March of Dimes bracelet. Each year, more 
than 380,000 infants are born prematurely. We 
want to raise funds to ensure that every baby has 
a fighting chance-one step at a time. Walkers and 
supporters can also donate money on our March 
of Dimes fundraiser page. 
https://www.marchforbabies.org/HARPAcademy 

Are there any fun activities or field trips 
planned? 

This is the best time of year for field trips. I 
encourage teachers to plan field trips that are an 
extension to what students have learned in the 
classroom. Four staff members, Mr. Livigne, 
Mrs. Ludena, Mr. Camacho and Mr. Wong 
applied for the Field Trip of New Jersey grant 
and received a total of $1250.00 for 
transportation. More than one-hundred fifty 

students will go to The Museum of Natural 
History, The Museum of Modern Art and 
Repertorio Espanol in New York City. In June, 
Anatomy and Physiology I and Honors Biology 
students will be going to East Hanover, NJ for a 
Students2Science event. They will participate in 
hands on workshops and learn about 
biotechnology and research. Seniors are super 
excited about Grad Nite at Six Flags Amusement 
Park. 

Five HARP students qualified to compete in 
the International HOSA Event in Orlando, 
Florida. What does this accomplishment mean 
for HARP Academy? 

HARP Academy made history. The Medical 
Innovation Team won first place and The Job 
Seeking Skills duo won first and second place. 
Our students competed against high school 
students from all over the state and won BIG! 
This achievement is most certainly an example of 
how hard work and perseverance can pay off. I 
am extremely proud of our students as well as the 
collaborative effort of several staff members who 
helped to prepare the winners.  

How will HARP Academy recognize National 
Teacher Appreciation Day on May 9? 

The greatest impact on student success is the 
effectiveness of a good teacher. Our teachers see 
children in ways that parents never will. Teachers 
can change the world, one student at a time. The 
National Honor Society and The Student 
Government Association have special surprises 
for our teachers. I will also have a few goodies. 
SHHH. Don’t tell them. ☺ 

Kelli A. White
(973) 321-0561

kwhite@paterson.k12.nj.us

HARP ON THE RISE
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HARP NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 27- Kean University Campus Tour 

April 30-March of Dimes Walkathon Wayne Hills High School 9:00 am 

May 1-AP Chemistry Examination-Mrs. Todhe 

May 9-AP Calculus AB Examination-Mrs. Kolb 

May 9-National Teacher Appreciation Day 

May 10-AP Language and Composition Exam-Mrs. Spiliotopoulos 

May 12-Teen Summit William Paterson University-Mr. Denburg 

May 16-17 Rutgers Dual Enrollment Examinations 

May 18-Museum of Natural History Field Trip-Mr. Wong  

May 18-Museum of Modern Art Field Trip-Mr. Livigne 

May 19-Progress Reports 

May 23-Senior Class Prom "An Enchanting Evening" Nanina's in the Park 7:00 pm 

May 25-El Reportorio Espanol Field Trip-Mrs. Ludena and Mr. Camacho 

May 26-Early Dismissal 

May 28-Memorial Day-No School 

June-TBD Senior Class Awards 

June 1-2 NOCTI Exam Dental Assisting II- Mrs. Zaydel 

June 2-Community Services HARP Academy Blood Drive 

June 9-Valedictorian and Salutatorian Passaic County Recognition Breakfast 

June 9-Senior Class Grad Nite Field Trip Six Flags 

Great Adventure 8:00 pm-2:00 am 

June 13-Science 2 Science Field Trip East Hanover, NJ-Mr. Sayad 

June 19-Fourth Marking Period Ends 

June 21-25 HOSA International Convention/Competition Orlando, FL 

June 23-Last Day of School/Graduation Day
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During the 2016-2017 school year, civic 
engagement was identified as a primary focus. 
This past year HARP Academy has participated 
in numerous community outreach projects that 
include: volunteerism at Eva’s Village, Oasis and 
CUMAC, canned food and toy drives, plastic bag 
collections and community blood drives. One of 
the final school-wide civic engagement events 
for this year will be the participation in The 
March of Dimes Walkathon which will be held 
on Sunday, April 30 at Wayne Hills High School 
in Wayne, New Jersey. Premature birth effects 
more than 380,000 infants each year. The March 
of Dimes is a non-profit organization that works 
to improve the health of mothers and babies. The 
organization also raises money to fund research 
to prevent infant mortality and birth defects.  

On April 13, HARP Academy kicked off the 
fundraising campaign by having a wear purple 
dress down day. Staff and students paid at least a 
$1.00 to wear purple. Contributors each received 
a purple bracelet.  All funds will be donated to 
The March of Dimes. On April 28, the second 
event will be Blue Jeans for Babies.  Staff and 
students will wear denim(jeans, tops, bandanas, 

etc.) and make another donation of at least $1.00. 
HARP Academy will be a sea of denim.  

The culminating event will be the four-mile walk 
on April 30. Thirty Interact Club members, 
fifteen additional HARP students, HARP Interact 
Club advisers; Mr. Garrabrant and Mr. Camacho, 
staff members and Principal White are scheduled 
to participate. The fundraising goal was 
conservatively set for $600.00. To date HARP 
Academy has raised $576.00 in donations and 
pledges. A matched donation of $100.00 was also 
received from St. Mary’s Hospital. Each student 
walker is responsible for raising $10.00. “I 
already have $17.00,” said sophomore Nadia 
Malique. “We should be well on our way to 
exceeding our fundraising goal, said Ms. White. 
“This important civic engagement event will 
raise money that will help to fight a terrible 
health issue that faces mothers and babies. HARP 
Academy wants to give every baby a fighting 
chance, one step at a time.” 

HARP Academy has established its own March 
of Dimes fundraising page.  

https://www.marchforbabies.org/HARPAcademy 

“The two most important days in your life are the 
day you are born and the day you find out why.” 
- Mark Twain 

HARP NEWS

MARCH OF DIMES 
WALKATHON
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Every Year's Mothers 
By Victoria K. Peralta 

Mother’s Day is a time to joyfully celebrate 
mothers, the givers of life and unconditional 
love. Every human on earth owes their existence 
to mothers, who through many challenges 
shower us with love and protection. 

A mother is someone who guides us with warm 
understanding and infinite patience. She is 
forgiving, generous and often places her family’s 
needs above her own.  When all is said and done, 
our mother is our first and last love, always with 
us, no matter what challenges we face in life.  

Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood. 
It is observed in different ways throughout the 
world. No matter how you celebrate Mother’s 
Day this year, remember one thing; were it not 
for mother, you would not be here. Call your 
mother and tell her how much you love and 
appreciate her. If she is gone, look to the sky and 
tell her thank you; she is now an ancestor who 
will continue to guide you even though she is no 
longer physically here. Mothers of the world, 
even those who are called aunt, grandmother, 

cousin, sister, mentor, godmother, “We love 
you!” 

Mother’s Day Gift Suggestions 

Magic Photo Mug $20.00 
Initial Necklace  $5.00 
Flowers   $5.00-75.00 
Make-up  $5.00-20.00 
Gift Cards  $20.00-50.00 
Chocolates  $5.00-20.00  
Homemade Card Free 
Hugs Coupons  Free 
Act of Kindness  Free 
Breakfast in Bed Free

CURRENT EVENTS

CELEBRATING 
MOTHER’S DAY
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Thanks for Everything Dad! 
By Javier Ponce 

Even though fathers are celebrated year-round, 
there is a specific day designated for appreciation 
for fathers and father figures. Father’s Day is a 
special day that is celebrated for all dads. Father’s 
Day can include men who are seen as father 
figures; a father figure could be an uncle, a 
grandfather, a neighbor or even a big brother, 
coach or mentor. It is an important day that should 
be respected. Father's Day was first distinguished 
on June 19, 1910. Father’s Day was founded and 
celebrated at the YMCA in Spokane, Washington 
by Sonora Smart Dodd. Sonora’s father, a single 
father of six children, was a Civil War veteran. 

Sonora wanted to honor her father, so she 
celebrated his honor at the YMCA. From that day 
on, Father’s Day has become an annual holiday 
around the world. 

Our fathers are very important in our lives. They 
help put food on the table and serve as role 
models, disciplinarians and are an unconditional 
source of love. Father figures are also vital 
because they might have to step in to be a father 
to kids who aren't even their own. All facets of 
fatherhood should be commended. As a token of 
love for this holiday, explore these suggestions for 
gifts. Remember, money does not buy happiness 
for Father’s Day so an optional simple celebration 
of love will suffice. That memorable moment of 
love will last a lifetime for every father. 

FATHER’S DAY 2017

CURRENT EVENTS

Price Range Gifts

Free Homemade cake, card or crafted gift, clean the garage, mow the lawn, 
prepare dinner for the entire family, wash the car, write a poem or a song, 
make a playlist especially for him

$10-25 
dollars

Subscription to a magazine, Gift cards to a hobby store, Target, Outdoor 
World, or Men’s Warehouse, car accessories, remote control cover, leather 
wallet, small gadget for the house, fishing or hunting gear, tool set, 
portable chargers, shaving kit, seat covers, new book about his favorite 
topic, Subscription to Netflix

$25 and up Fit Bit, portable TV, exercise machine, computer accessories, new shoes, 
silk tie, workout gear, model car, tickets to a Broadway play or 
professional sports game, designer shirt or coat.

Father’s Day Gift Suggestions
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From Limericks to Acrostics… 
By Tanisha Ahmed 

According to the Academy of American Poets, 
National Poetry month began in 1996. Since then, 
National Poetry Month has been recognized 
worldwide with events and multiple celebrations.  
During this month, all poets are recognized from 
the past and present. This recognition cements 
this genre of expression in the hearts of students, 
educators, booksellers, publishers and families. 
Community centers have offered events that are 
family-friendly and educational. Libraries and 
national bookstores, such as Barnes and Noble 
feature guest poets’ readings and offer additional 
discounts for books about poetry. Local libraries 
will always have a display of diverse poets for 
the public to enjoy.  

To celebrate National Poetry Month, poetry 
lovers are encouraged to read a ‘poem a day’. 
This practice will enlighten and broaden one’s 
horizons. One can explore the website of the 
Academy of American Poets and sign up for a 
poem a day or even research the background of 
diverse poets and poetry forms.  

Since 1996, many events such, as a Poetry Jams, 
Open Mic and Poetry Sessions that are open to 
the public and any budding poet had centered on 
the theme of poetry. From Haiku to Sonnets, the 
poetic form is always in vogue. Take a moment 
and explore the history of past poet laureates as 

well as local poets in the city. Remember, poetry 
is not just celebrated in April, it is a year-round 
festival of literary delights. 

“She turned to the sunlight 
    And shook her yellow head, 
And whispered to her neighbor: 
    "Winter is dead.”  
― A.A. Milne, Winnie the Pooh 

“If winter comes, can spring be far behind?”  
― Percy Bysshe Shelley, Ode to the West Wind 

“I enjoy the spring more than the autumn 
now. One does, I think, as one gets older.”  
― Virginia Woolf, Jacob's Room

CURRENT EVENTS 

APRIL IS NATIONAL 
POETRY MONTH!
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Popular Paterson Treasures During Spring  
By Fariha Mahmud 

The beautiful weather outside says it all--Spring 
has arrived. It’s the time of year where the 
sounds of children’s laughter fill the air, and the 
sweet aroma of freshly planted flowers spreads 
throughout the city. It’s the perfect time to plan a 
vacation or stay in town. There are many 
exciting places in Paterson that will guarantee 
sweet memories throughout the year. From a ten-
minute drive to a five minute walk, during 
Spring 2017 there are many fascinating points of 
interest to visit. Going alone can provide peace 
and tranquility to some while inviting a group of 
friends can make the adventure everlasting.  

The Great Falls is a national historic park that 
provides a beautiful waterfall for sightseeing. 
This national treasure can also be seen in the 
2016 movie, Paterson, that also features other 
well-known places in the city. At Great Falls, the 
park rangers will provide tours about Paterson’s 
history. The Mary Ellen Kramer Park is adjacent 
to The Great Falls. It’s a beautiful and quiet area 
to have a nice picnic or have a stroll down the 
bridge.  

If castles pique your interest, give Lambert 
Castle a try. It’s a great place to take pictures and 
guides also provide tours inside the castle which 
include history about paintings and sculptures.  

For the history buffs and photography lovers, 
Pennington Park has an enormous field to play 
soccer, baseball, and supplies a track for 
workouts. The scenic routes are great for hiking 
enthusiasts. Westside Park is also a picturesque 
place for all ages. It has a huge field to play or 
practice sports. There is a tennis field as well as 
a basketball court. Both parks provide endless 
outdoor fun with a backdrop of nature that will 
enhance everyone’s springtime fun.  

These are just some of the many places to visit in 
Paterson for the spring. People can still have an 
amazing time staying at home. Even partaking in 
a nature walk with family and friends can make 

this season happier. Spring is the time of growth 
and there are plenty of fairs and festivals making 
its way towards the city. Check your local 
community center or even news outletS for 
detailed information regarding the fairs and 
festivals. Some admissions are free or at a very 
low price. There’s no need to plan an extravagant 
travel agenda when the best part of spring is 
getting to enjoy it with loved ones while keeping 
it local and inexpensive. 

CURRENT EVENTS

TRAVEL

Lambert Castle 
3 Valley Rd, Paterson, NJ 07503

Great Falls National Historic Park 
72 McBride Ave, Paterson, NJ 07501
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By Lisbeth Roa 

Dear The Beat, 

I am a sophomore at HARP Academy and I have 
recently joined a community sports club and The 
Interact Club. Even though I am always smiling, 
I feel very sad inside. I am afraid to tell anyone 
because I feel it will change how they see me but 
I hate being fake. Everyone thinks I am so 
outgoing and happy but really I am very 
depressed. What advice can you give to help me? 

Signed, 
Fake Smile 

Dear Fake Smile, 

Thank you for your letter. First of all, as a 
teenager, we all have ups and downs and maybe 
this may be one of your ‘down’ periods and that’s 

okay. It is not normal to fake your emotions 
when you have an opportunity to express them.  
This is hurting your mental health, instead of 
keeping all of these emotions buried, you should 
tell someone. It will not only be a weight lifted 
off of your shoulders but having someone help 
you and work out these emotions will be a good 
thing. Seek help from another adult such as a 
parent or guidance counselor. We all go through 
things that leave us destroyed mentally but the 
important thing is to get back up on your feet. 
Take this problem and turn it into a lesson that 
you can apply to your life, and help anyone else 
who is going through the same situation. Good 
luck and remember to turn that frown upside 
down. 

Signed,  
The Beat 

ADVICE

DEAR THE BEAT 
ADVICE

Need guidance or advice? We ‘got’ you. Send emails to 
Ms. Gray, with DEAR THE BEAT in subject line, at 

sgray@paterson.k12.nj.us. All information will remain 
anonymous. We will protect your identity. 

“It is spring again. The earth is like a child 
that knows poems by heart.”  
― Rainer Maria Rilke
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By Nick Diaz 

April Fools is the day of amusement and 
whimsical fun. It is when friends and 
families prank one another for big laughs and 
future funny stories to tell. However, there 
are some pranks that can cause laughter and 
others that can cause pain and humiliation. 
These types of pranks are ones that are taken 
way too far. In reality, bad things can happen 
during April Fools’ Day. Here is an example 
of a “prank gone wrong.”  

In order to keep the anonymity of the 
participants, the situation has been altered. A 
couple of female college students thought 
that it would be funny to throw a regular 
firecracker at another roommate for big 
laughs. After all, it was just a regular 
firecracker, thought the college students. 
However, the outcome wasn't funny at all. It 
was life threatening. The firecracker that was 
soared in the air did not hit the roommate, 

but instead the firecracker landed in a 
hamper full of flammable clothes which 
sparked a dangerous fire inside the building. 
In the end and fortunately, everyone was 
evacuated and nobody got hurt. The two 
college students were suspended, and had to 
suffer academic probation for an entire 
semester. This suspension was costly, 
because the students were not permitted to 
graduate with their class.  

This whole situation could have ended up 
much worse. There could have been some 
serious injuries or even some fatalities. 
Although it was accidental, it was still a very 
dangerous act. Something that was supposed 
to be funny, could have cost a life. 

Students who prank friends or family 
members should be sure that there is a well 
thought out plan before engaging in any 
activity. They should be sure that the prank is 
harmless, quirky and most of all, safe. Don't 
just prank without a plan. In this situation the 
student had no idea that the clothes were 
there. The smallest things could end up being 
the biggest problems.

APRIL FOOLS’ PRANKS 
GONE WRONG

ADVICE
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EDITORIAL CARTOONS
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By Thamira Polanco 

The sun is shining and the heat is rising so summer is 
here! It is time to shed those spring clothes and break 
out those summer outfits. The main objective of 
Summer 2017 is to look good and stay cool. In the 
summer, you can really show off your various styles, 
including punk rock, bohemian, hipsters, and even 
street attire. Even if you don’t know your style, this is 
the time for you to try them all. 

The good thing about summer style is that the weather 
often dictates the mood. Plus, you do not have to 
worry about layering your pieces like in the winter. 
Summer outfits will be less for your 
pocket, because you're trying to fight off 
the heat so less fabric means cheaper 
outfits. Local thrift stores should be your 
first stop. Don’t forget to check out 
garage sales, too. Remember to choose 
bright, summer colors to bring out your 
own flair. 

When choosing your summer outfit, 
regardless of your style, make sure you 
stay cool because some fabrics attract 
heat. Cotton or cotton blends will keep 
you cool and looking even better. Mesh 
tops paired with a t-shirt or bra-lette are 
also fashion makers. Those mesh tops 
will make bold statements as a swimsuit 
cover up. You can pair the mesh top with some shorts 
or ripped jeans to transform your outfit to summer 
casual. Remember tank tops and t-shirts are always 
affordable. So, look amazing and save at the same 
time. 

If summer plans include a trip to the the beach,  then 
consider a fashionable swimsuit that fits your own 
style and body shape. Be fearless in your choices and 
remember summer style is your style so be confident 
in your swimsuits; even if you choose to wear a two 
piece. 
  
Graphic swimsuits with popular phrases printed on the 
suits, are presently trending. This style is super cute 
and you can even purchase them at reasonable prices 
at Forever 21 or H&M.  If you are crafty, purchase a 
solid colored swimsuit at your local Walmart or 
Target, and choose to write your own phrase by using 
craft paint or pens. Make sure your craft paint is 
waterproof and doesn’t bleed if you choose to take a 
dip in the pool. Regardless, it a cheaper way to get the 
trendy styles. 
  
Another style tip for swimsuits would be to mix and 
match the tops and bottoms. It is a simple yet different 

way to express your own keen fashion sense. Do not 
be afraid to mix fun, colorful patterns with solid or 
even neutrals. 
  
Crochet swimsuits are coming back in style. You can 
find these at your local thrift store or even your 
relative’s closet. Remember fashion rotates and 
various muted styles will always come back! When 
you're walking on the beach with that summer sun, 
you will need shades to block those harmful rays. 
Sunglasses are always in style but the new trends are 
mirror lenses with oversized frames or even checkered 
frames. These are super inexpensive and easy to find 
at your favorite stores. Get yourself a pair to spice up 
any outfit and protect your eyes! 

Summer is the time for dresses—cold shoulder 
sundresses, strapless dresses and especially maxi 
dresses. Summer dresses and summer tops can be 
styled with solid colored sandals or even flats. 

Remember less can be more when it 
comes to summer style. Rompers and 
jumpsuits are great if they are breathable 
and comfy. Denim is huge this summer. 
Dyed denim or even ripped denim is all 
the rage. So, if you already have denim, 
pull them out and do some crafty styling 
with it. Most people have a pair of jean 
shorts in their wardrobe so all you must 
do is pair those with a cute cropped top, 
tank or even a graphic tee. Continue to 
slay by adding a cap, hat and some 
oversized shades. As for footwear, 
prepare to show your toes. Home 
pedicures will save you even more 
money. Look for vibrant summer colors. 

Many shades can be found at your local dollar store or 
discount stores. Opt for these inexpensive stores for 
accessories. Remember, you are on a budget this 
summer so if it works for your budget, go for it. For 
your shoes, put away your boots because it is too hot. 
Wear your low top sneakers, jazzy flip flops or nice 
sandals. Whatever your fashion style, remember to 
stay fresh, stay cool and be yourself. 
  
Stay flawless!

FASHION AND STYLE

SLAYING ON A BUDGET
SUMMER EDITION
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By Keila Romero 

Most proms are traditional, but not in Paterson. 
It's that time of the year again when teenage girls 
are swooning over beautiful ball gowns and 
while boys pick out their best tuxedos. Many 
walk on the red carpet like it's the Grammys and 
Paterson’s very own celebrities. There will be 
hair flipping, tiaras, crowns and gold watches 
gleaming. This will be as good as it gets.  

On the other side of the carpet, parents play 
photographers and try to get the perfect picture.  
Many teenagers, from various schools, will line 
up on Eastside Park’s red carpet just to show off 
their corsages and unique outfits. After these 
mock celebrity and paparazzi flashes, the big 
moment and everyone’s favorite time will arrive: 
The Prom. 

Limo rides and rented Ferraris head to exquisite, 
exclusive hotels and restaurants, such as 
Nanina’s in the Park. There will be loud music 
and crazy dancing-- that's how Patersonians 
party. The prom includes those high heels 

stomping the floor to the beat while teachers’ 
eyes pierce the modern dance moves. Soon the 
party will end and everyone must part ways, but 
these precious once-in-a-lifetime memories will 
remain. The night will be consumed with 
“remember when” and “that was lit”-types of 
reminiscences; all moments to be cherished 
forever. 
HARP Academy will have this year’s Senior 
Prom on May 23 at Nanina’s in the Park in 
Belleville, NJ.  
The theme is “An Enchanted Evening”. HARP 
seniors are busily preparing and especially 
excited. Promposals are also on the horizon. 
Senior Eishkah Stoney received a special prom 
invitation complete with roses. This is how we 
‘Prom’ in Paterson.

FASHION AND STYLE

WE “PROM” IN PATERSON
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Beauty and the Beast: A Spring Movie Review  
By Kadine Octable  

“Don’t judge a book by its cover”, is quite 
applicable to this timeless tale. One’s inner 
beauty can become one’s outer beauty as well. 
The movie Beauty and the Beast is a 2017 
Disney's live-action remake of the classic 1991 
animated musical. The movie showcases a  
greedy, careless, party-loving French prince (Dan 
Stevens) who refuses to help an old woman 
seeking shelter. But the prince had no sympathy 
for the old woman and turned her away. Due to 
the prince’s unkind behavior, the old woman 
transforms into an enchantress and places a curse 
on him. The curse turns the prince into an ugly 
beast and his castle's attendants into household 
objects until he can find someone to love him 
despite his looks. He is also forgotten by 
everyone in the village because of his coarse 
behavior. Years later, enters Belle.  Mrs. Potts 
(Emma Thompson)  conspire to help Belle to see 
their beastly master as something more so that 

she can possibly break the spell and free them all. 
She does and in Disney’s fashion, they all live 
happily ever after.  

Even though this is a remake of a classic, this 
movie penetrates the essence of human nature. 
Love will always triumph evil.  Belle's kind heart 
and spirit are direct foils to the Beast’s violent 
and angry persona. Their souls are intermixed as 
they learn from each other. This movie spins a 
tale of full of beautiful morals. It also shows that 
being different is a good thing. Belle was always 
judged as the odd and weird girl in her village. 
She was always reading, helping her dad with his 
inventions and was even called a fool for turning 
down the most eligible bachelor in the village. In 
comparison, the beast was feared and judged by 
his outer appearance. The beast transformed into 
a handsome prince and those household objects 
returned to being human again. As the movie 
ended, Belle and the prince stay together because 
the love and bond that they built together was so 
strong and genuine. They witnessed each other’s 
inner beauty. The village (with changed hearts) 
even joined them in the ballroom for a magical 
dance; which is symbolic of our society. We all 
can get ‘get along’ if we see beyond the barriers. 

ENTERTAINMENT

INNER BEAUTY SHINES
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By Lisbeth Roa 

Spring Break is a week vacation for students 
during the spring which is typically before or 
after Easter. During this week, there are 
many of activities one can incorporate to 
fight off boredom and stay organized. Spring 
activities can be productive as well as re 
energize the soul in preparation of the last 
months of school, and of course, for summer 
vacation. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

SPRING FORWARD

Spring Forward
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