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“A Leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way” -J.Maxwell

Having Perks: Senior Year 
By Diana Santos 

“Seniors, Seniors, Seniors!” is the familiar 
and anticipated chant high school students 
can't wait to be able to yell out. When 
freshmen first walk into high school, they 
are the underdogs. With envy, freshmen 
usually watch the seniors stroll through the 
halls as if they run the place. The 
excitement turns real during the junior year 
because juniors can already see themselves 
walking across the graduation stage to 
receive their diplomas. Senior year is full of 
exhilarating activities to make high school 
memorable. Prom, senior week, big senior 
trip, yearbook signing party, and just finally 
being on top are some benefits that cause 
underclassmen to gasp in envy. Some 
seniors even contemplate the controversial 
‘senior skip’ day which occurs the day after 
prom. This legendary unofficial day is often just talked about and never actually carried out by studious students. 

The Prom is a perk. Many underclassmen have imagined themselves in a beautiful long dress or a lavish tux. 
Walking into Prom looking breathtaking or handsome is definitely what most high school students daydream 
about. Being able to look like celebrities on the red carpet and being able to party with the fellow classmates, you 
have grown so close to is another favorable moment during senior year. 
  
Senior Week consists of: Character Day, Retro Day, Jersey Day, Black and White Day, and Twin Day. During 
senior week, seniors get to transform into the Powerpuff girls on Character Day, and take it back to the 80’s on 
Retro Day. Twin Day and Jersey Day challenge the seniors for their creativity and uniqueness. Black and White 
Day mirrors senior picture day but only fancier. The anticipation of Senior Week is why being a senior has its 
perks. 
          
At the end of senior year are the big senior trips. This year’s 
trip was Senior Grad Nite at Six Flags. The senior trip also 
depends on how much they fundraised and can afford.  The 
options include amusement parks, resorts, beaches or 
boardwalks. It is imperative that each year, funds are raised 
in abundance so during senior year, the ultimate fun can 
begin. There are additional perks to being a senior. With 
exciting trips aside, it is also about being independent and 
finding yourself while pursing your future post-high school 
goals. It's a time where a chapter ends and a new chapter 
begins.
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PRINCIPAL’S SPOTLIGHT

Class of 2017,  

It is with great pride that I bid you farewell at 
the end of your high school journey.  Whether it 
was earning college credits in dual enrollment 
courses, competing in HOSA competitions, or 
donating numerous pints of blood over the last 
three years, you will be known as high 
achieving, civic minded individuals who were 
committed to “service above self.”   

Graduation marks a special time when members 
of the Class of 2017 will leave behind 
memories. As each of you encounters new 
experiences, the world will be full of endless 
possibilities and numerous uncertainties. The 
HARP Academy administrators, teachers and 
counselors have empowered you with tools to 
navigate through life’s pitfalls. It is now up to 
you to utilize these tools in your future.   

Remember that success is measured in firsts. 
Take pride in everything that you do, find the 
courage to do something that you’ve never 
done, or do something that no one has done. Be 
the new success story. 

As a graduate of HARP Academy of Health 
Science, you will become a part of a rich legacy 
of practicing health care professionals. Each of 
you has a special gift that can be shared with 
the world. As you continue on your path to 
greatness remember that if there is one thing 
that is evidenced by daily choices it is your 
character. Famous historian Thomas Macaulay 
said, “The measure of a person’s character is 
what he or she would do if they knew that they 
would never be discovered.” Private day to day 
convictions will reveal your true character to 

the world. All in all, making tough choices will 
be worth it. I charge each of you to continue to 
value the importance of service. Help others. 
Remember that when you do something for 
others give the gift with a servant’s heart. Gain 
payment in knowing that you touched the life of 
someone else.  

Class of 2017--Continue to grow creatively, 
socially, intellectually and financially. Take care 
of your mind, body and spirit. Explore new 
paths and set high standards for yourself. Create 
your own reality and live life fully because your 
thoughts will shape the world that you see. Take 
pride in everything that you do and give your 
best effort. Be confident, learn from mistakes 
and success will be yours. I congratulate you on 
this honor. You will be missed. Move your 
dreams to reality. 

Much love, 

Kelli A. White  
Principal  
 

Kelli A. White
(973) 321-0561

kwhite@paterson.k12.nj.us

HARP ON THE RISE
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VALEDICTORIAN 

SALUTATORIAN 

Sadia Malique, Valedictorian 
I've always had an undeniable aspiration to succeed. My four years of 
high school have nurtured my desire for knowledge and helped me 
develop as a young adult. Being the oldest of three children, I knew my 
choices would pave the way for my siblings, and give them an example 
to follow. There was always a fear of failure and having the inability to 
rise above difficult circumstances. 
  
In the back of my mind I was always aware of the obstacles that were in 
my way which, at times, hindered my motivation. Growing up in an 
economically disadvantaged community may seem like it would have a 
great effect on an individual. However, if a person has the heart and a 
sincere desire to achieve what seems impossible, nothing will be able to 
stand in the way of that dream.School has always been my safe haven. 
Obstacles became minuscule compared to the bigger picture. I made 
sure to give back to my community and volunteer at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Paterson, New Jersey. During the Thanksgiving holiday, I 
also volunteered at Eva’s Village, a local soup kitchen.  

Spending time with individuals who were less fortunate made me appreciate the numerous opportunities 
that I had to receive a quality education. In December 2016, I was inducted into The National Honor 
Society. Each day I try my best to incorporate scholarship, leadership, service and character into my life. 
My membership in The Interact Club gave me the opportunity to provide service for others. We raised 
money for babies with birth defects, and also helped provide a family in South America with food and 
shelter. I will continue my academic journey at Rutgers University–New Brunswick as a Biology major. 
After receiving my biology degree, I will be attending medical school and pursuing a career as a 
cardiologist. 

Sasha Urena, Salutatorian 
“Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a 
thing to be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved.” The next chapter in my 
life will be attending Ramapo College of New Jersey, to obtain a 
Bachelors Degree in Biology, and go on to medical school to become a 
Cardiothoracic Surgeon.  
As the daughter of two immigrant parents, I have always had to work 
toward my goals.  I didn’t have the privilege of having everything handed 
to me. My whole life I had to be the one to open doors for myself, and I 
had to learn that lesson very early in life. I knew that my parents were not 
in good economic standing, and that they would not be able to afford to 
pay for college or medical school. Therefore, I worked hard to get 
exceptional grades and get scholarships. In addition to doing well in 
school, I also volunteered in my community to give back. I volunteered 

anywhere I could, at St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center, soup kitchens, 
and school events. The last two years of high school I have been a part of HOSA, competing in Medical 
Math representing HARP Academy. During my senior year, I had the opportunity to be a part of the 
Interact Club, which allowed me to participate in food drives and gather donations for good causes.  
Being a native Patersonian may give people a preconceived idea of what we are capable of achieving. 
However, that only gives us an opportunity to prove naysayers incorrect.  I am a living breathing example 
that hard work, perseverance, and determination pays off.  I believe I will succeed and become an excellent 
Cardiothoracic Surgeon because of an uncompromising desire to make my parents proud and continue on 
my path to greatness. 

Sasha Urena

Sadia Malique
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Four Academy of Health Science students have 
been awarded full tuition to Rutgers University-
Newark. Gusna Hoque, Sajeda Hussain, Tanaya 
Leyva, and Ayat Yousef have been accepted in 
The Rutgers University Nursing Program.  

On May 11, the four future nurses, Principal 
K.A. White, Guidance Counselor, Melissa 
Wright, and Allied Health Teacher, Lecia 
Williamson attended the Rutgers University 
Nursing Program's EOF Awards Banquet. HARP 
students had the opportunity to meet and greet 
members of the Class of 2021. Only 20 students 
in the state are accepted into the Nursing EOF 
Program at Rutgers. Congratulations Future 
Nurses. 

Rutgers Educational Opportunity Fund Awards 
Banquet Robert Treat Hotel 5/11/17 

In picture 
Gusna Hoque 
Ayat Yousef 
Sajeda Hussain 
Tanaya Leyva 

"Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get 
tired of doing the hard work you already did.”      

-Gingrich

HARP NEWS

RUTGERS NURSING
CLASS OF 2021
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The March of Dimes-civic engagement 
activity was a huge success. On April 
30, HARP Academy had more than 50 staff 
members, students, and guests join the walk. 
Seniors Sadia Malique, Elvin Ortiz, Sasha 
Urena, and Humayra Joyee(pictured 
here) were four of the senior 
walkers. Interact Advisers- Mr. 
Garrabrant and Mr. Camacho 
organized the event and chaperoned 
students on the bus.  

Dr. Mikhailovsky, Mr. Conforti, 
Mrs. Spiliotopoulos, Ms. Williams, 
and Ms. Jean-Baptiste also joined 
the four mile walk. Walkers enjoyed 
fun and games and lunch which was 
donated by Applebee's and Chevy's 
restaurants.  
  
Our final tally was $1,637.00. This 

includes funds from two dress down days, 
staff contributions, HARP students' and 
parents' solicitations, and a matched donation 
from St. Mary's Hospital. The money will go 
to fund research to help prevent birth defects.  
  
HARP Academy is looking forward to a larger 
contingency of walkers for next year's event. 

HARP NEWS

MOVING DREAMS TO REALITY 
“ONE STEP AT A TIME”
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A Year of Footprints: HARP’s Yearbook Staff 
By Fariha Mahmud  

“Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you’ll land among 
the stars.”— Les Brown 

Yearbooks are like time capsules; they hold all the 
memories. The class of 2017’s amazing journey has been 
captured on the pages of the HARP Academy's 2016-2017 
yearbook. Yearbooks may not be what is in right now or 
be even considered old fashioned, however who is going 
to look back and be thankful for Snapchat, which is only 
available for 24 hours? Creating a yearbook captures an 
entire school year and takes 
hard work, dedication and 
long hours but the result is 
priceless. High school is a 
t i m e t o e x p e r i e n c e 
adventures, heartaches, 
excitement and even some 
test anxiety. It is a time 
when one can overlook the 
bumps on the road and 
f o c u s o n t h e h a p p y 
moments spent with one 
another. The yearbook is a 
collection of pictures that 
vividly unveil the seniors’ 
stories. It is the epitome of 
their high school career. 
This year’s HARP Yearbook 
staff worked effortlessly to 
create a great yearbook. 

Joining the yearbook staff 
would not only be a creative 
experience, but will boost 
social, communication and 
technica l sk i l l s . The 
yearbook staff uses stories and pictures that accentuate the 
positive for students and teachers. The yearbook editors 
worked tirelessly to help the other staff members to stay 
on task and meet deadlines. Working on this book 
generates positivity throughout the class because each 
person relied on the next person to complete the final goal. 
Teamwork keeps the motivation flowing and the smiles 
glowing. It helps them feel good about themselves by 
knowing that they did such a wonderful job by editing and 
designing each page. It may seem like the perfect class to 
goof off in, but getting the work done is the first priority. 
The team also has to be grateful to the teachers and 

principal because they offer their time to assist the 
students. According to Yearbook adviser, Mrs. 
Spiliotopoulos, “It’s the class where collaboration is 
essential and this year they have been doing a 
phenomenal job by finishing pieces on time.”  

The yearbook preserves the lifelong bonds and 
friendships made during this school year. HARP’s 
yearbook, combined with a dash of creativity from 
all of the students, is flawless. As an additional 
bombshell of talent, there will be a special video 
edition of the yearbook. Congratulations to the 
yearbook staff members who worked endlessly to 
make the Class of 2017 proud!  

 

CURRENT EVENTS

YEARBOOK STAFF

Yearbook Staff picture: 
Sasha Urena, Genesis Gonzalez, Hillary Nunez, 
Andres Romero, Dayanara Magallanes                            
Anthony Arena, Mrs. Spiliotopoulos, Luis Perez , 
Ashley Martinez       
Luz Corado, Sajia Hussain, Stephanie Castillo, 
Kendi Campos, Lina Ahmed 
Jazmin Morales, Johny Lagos, John 
Dominguez, Kevin Santana, Al Hadi 
Choudhury 
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PROM 2017

An Enchanted Evening  
By Marianny Collado 

  
“Is this high school or Hollywood?” I thought, as 
I walked out of my ride. I had just arrived at 
Nanina’s in the Park, where Prom for class of 
2017 would take place. In front of me, were a 
group of seniors that seemed to be having their 
own personal paparazzi session. Dressed in their 
extravagant attire, they all looked like movie 
stars, and played the part well. They posed as the 
school staff and their peers took pictures and 
lavished them in flattery. Seniors looked stunning, 
bursting in rich colors, the most common, red, 
blue, black, and gold. These colors gave Prom a 
vibe of royalty and high class. Every few minutes 
someone would arrive, causing a gasp through the 
crowd. Everyone seemed to be in complete awe 
of each other. Friends got together on the patio, 
filling the atmosphere with laughs and chatter as 
they waited to be professionally photographed. As 
the evening progressed, and everyone had taken 
as many pictures as their little hearts desired, the 
seniors made their way from the outdoor scenery 
to the breathtakingly beautiful ballroom. 
  
On the second floor, the seniors were immediately 
greeted with a feast, where all types of foods were 
served. There were a variety of salads, meats, 
pastas, and so much more. Following a delicious 
meal, seniors made their way to the tables in the 
ballroom that were set around the dance floor. 
The party was about to begin. The DJ blasted all 
the popular tunes that made everyone want to get 
on that dance floor to break some moves, and so 
it happened. First there were two, then five, until 
almost the whole senior class was on that dance 
floor, dancing in their beautiful prom attire. This 
was it. This was the ultimate pre-celebration of 
their high school journey. With graduation just a 
month away, it brought a wave of nostalgia and 
yet also a sense of accomplishment and joy 
through the room. As all of their stress poured out 
on that dance floor, many of them retreated to 
capture memories on their phones. This would be 
a moment, that many of them, would never forget. 
After the prom queen, king, princess and prince 
had been announced; it was time to close the 
night with one last dance. After all their energy 
had been exhausted on that dance floor, the party 
subsided and ended on a beautiful note. It would 

be a night, that they would be talking about for a 
long time. Truly it was an enchanted evening.  
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SENIOR AWARDS

A Celebration of  Scholarship and Service 

May 31 marked a night where the Class of 
2017 was recognized for four years of 
scholarship and service. It was a special time 
where seniors were rewarded for countless 
hours of hard work and commitment to 
excellence. The celebratory event was held in 
International High School's beautiful 
auditorium. 

Seniors received awards for each of twelve 
subject areas and courses. Awards were also 
given for the valedictorian, salutatorian, Top 
Ten, Student Government 
Associat ion and The 
National Honor Society. 
Senior class adviser and 
Allied Health teacher, 
Lecia Williamson, handed 
out certificates to twenty-
f i v e s e n i o r s w h o 
successfully earned a CPR 
cer t i f icat ion. Twenty 
seniors also received 
Rutgers Dual Enrollment 
completion certificates 
which earned the seniors between three and 
twenty college credits that can be transferred 
to any college or university in The United 
States. 

Representatives from several community 
organizations such as the College Club of 
Ridgewood, The Paterson Rotary Club #70, 
St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center 
Community Outreach Center, and The 
Paterson Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. attended Senior Awards 
Night. The members of the organizations 
presented scholarships to several seniors as 
well as recognized community service 
initiatives. Twenty-one seniors who were 
blood donors over the last three years also 
received certificates of appreciation. 
Community Blood Services provided a 

$750.00 scholarship to Juana Riveros. Juana 
is planning to attend William Paterson 
University. Special recognitions for 
Scholarship, Leadership and Citizenship were 
presented by Principal White. Following the 
student award portion of the ceremony, senior 
class officers took the take the stage to 
recognize and thank special individuals that 
loved and supported them during their high 
school career. Class advisers, Mrs. 
Williamson, Mr. Wong, and Mr. Raimondo 
were presented with plaques and personalized 
gifts. Ms. Yoplac also received a special gift 
for assisting the seniors. Maricielo Changa 
surprised Ms. White with two dozen red and 

white roses. Following the 
ce r emony, s t a f f and 
s t u d e n t s e n j o y e d a 
delicious sit down catered 
dinner. This was truly a 
night to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the 
The Class of 2017. The 
seniors have earned more 
t h a n $ 8 5 0 , 0 0 0 i n 
r e n e w a b l e a n d n o n 
renewable scholarships. 
Congratulations Class of 
2017! Continue on your  

path to greatness!



 

Page �  of �10 16

Seniors Bequeath to Underclassmen: 
Last Will and Testaments 
By Fariha Mahmud 

Ah, summer break is approaching and that means 
graduation is closer than ever for the seniors. These 
past four years have taught the seniors many 
valuable life lessons and gave them memories to 
cherish for a lifetime. For each hardship that a 
senior endured, a positive life message came to life.  
As a way of being remembered by the 
underclassmen, seniors will be writing their Last 
Will and Testaments. This is popular tradition 
seniors partake in as a way to leave a piece of their 
legacy for others. Creating a last will and testament 
is a marvelous farewell gift. It can even be helpful 
to underclassmen with their troubles in school or in 
their personal life. The wills can be something as 
small as leaving behind the kindness shared with 
friends and teachers to the upcoming freshmen; 
which will be viewed as worthy for them as they 
begin HARP Academy. 

Seniors’ Last Will and Testaments are ways to be 
remembered for their hard efforts achieved 
throughout their four years of high school. It’s a 
final goodbye speech to the people who spent these 
years alongside the seniors. The Will and 
Testament can even be passed from senior to senior 
so a certain name can be remembered. It’s for the 
school and others who enter so they will know the 
delightful people who were once students at HARP 
Academy. Good luck to the senior class of 2017 
because the best is yet to come. 

“Our lives are before us, our pasts are behind us, 
but our memories are forever with us” 
— Anonymous 

Name: Mariela Bartesaghui 
Nickname: Mari 

Statement: 
I, Mariela Bartesaghui, leave behind the following 
advice to all the underclassmen for the following 
reasons: Underclassmen, enjoy your four years of 
high school because it’ll be over in the blink of an 
eye.  Just yesterday I was walking into the old 
building for the first time scared of what these four 

years will bring. They brought a lifetime of 
memories and great friends that I wouldn’t trade for 
the world. 

Likes: 
1. Coming to school 
2. Myself 
3. Achieving my goals 
4. Working hard 

Dislikes: 
1. Waking up early for school 
2. Teachers yelling at me 

Name: Anthony Arenas 
Nickname: Antonio 

Statement: 
I, Anthony Arenas, leave behind the following: dank 
memes to my future wife so she could be the perfect 
one. I have attended HARP since my freshman year. 
My pet peeves include loud underclassmen and loud 
people early in the morning during 7:30 am classes. 

Name: Luz Corado 

Statement: 
I, Luz Corado, leave behind my Jersey Number to 
Xitlalit for the following reasons: 
She’s a great soccer player, on and off the field. I 
hope she takes my number and wears it with pride. 
I was known as the soccer girl until I tore my ACL 
and MCL. Even though bad things happened, high 
school was four amazing years. 

Likes: 
1. Spending time with loved ones 

Dislikes: 
1. People who have too much pride 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENTS 

MEMORIES
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Name: Suhana Hussain 
Nickname: Su-Su 

Statement: 
My name is Suhana and I have attended HARP 
since freshman year. I’m kind of known as the girl 
who does her homework at the last minute and 
stays up all night to do it. As a result, I get only 
two hours of sleep.  I'm a huge procrastinator and  
I love drawing! But I want to be known as 
“Woah, I can’t believe she made it,” I hope to 
accomplish many things in life like traveling and 
becoming a doctor or medical illustrator. 

Name: Hillary Nunez 
Nickname: Hills 

Statement: 
My name is Hillary and I’ve attended HARP since 
freshman year. Something I’m known for is my 
untamed hair, but the “legacy” I want the 
underclassmen to follow is to be themselves. 
Nothing can stop you, if you love yourself and are 
content with everything! 

Name: Sasha Urena 

Statement: 
I, Sasha Urena, leave behind the following: HARP 
Academy Building to the underclassmen for them 
to keep learning. I have attended HARP since 
2013 and my pet peeves are when people smack 
their gum and annoy me when I want to be left 
alone. 

Name: Kevin Santana 

Statement: 
I, Kevin Santana, leave behind my few pencil 
marks accidentally drawn on the walls and desks. 
I want to be “known” as the kid who isn't going to  
college because that’s not all there is to life. If 
college is a requirement for the job, by all means 
go, but remember that there’s so many more 
options out there that don’t require it. 

Likes: 
1. Pizza  
2. Sleep 
3. Traveling 

4. Cooking 
Dislikes: 

1. Having a messy room 
2. Writing essays 
3. Working in groups  
4. Doing homework 

Name: Johny Lagos 
Nickname: Nito 

Statement: 
I, Johny Lagos, leave behind my heart to Mrs. 
Spiliotopolous so she can remember me forever. 
I want to be “known” as the class clown because I 
always was and will be. 

Likes: 
1. Pizza 
2. Money 
3. Shoes 
4. Soccer 
5. Sleep 

Dislikes: 
1. Homework 
2. Essays 
3. People 
4. Having a messy room 

Name: Karen Violante 

Dislikes: 
1. Stairs-Traffic 

Name: Andres Romero 

Statement: 
I, Andres Romero, leave behind my mixed tapes 

Likes: 
1. Talking to my friends 

Dislikes: 
1. Stair traffic 
2. Annoying people

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENTS 

CURRENT EVENTS
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Name: Al Hadi Choudhury 

Statement: 
I, Al Hadi Choudhury, leave behind my locker, just 
kidding because we didn’t have any. I want to be 
known as the funny kid who is also nice… nah, I 
was pretty mean. 

Likes: 
1. Leaving at 12:09 pm 

Dislikes: 
1. Stairs 
2. Immature underclassmen 
3. School lunch 

Name: Ayat Yousef 

Statement: 
I, Ayat Yousef, leave behind the following advice: 
Sleep as much as you can and when you can because 
sleep is good. Don’t stress too much because it kills 
you internally. 

Name: John Dominguez 

Statement: 
I, John Dominguez, leave behind the following: old 
textbooks to sophomores so, hopefully you will 
learn something. 

Name: Eishkah Stoney 

Statement: 
I, Eishkah Stoney, leave behind the following: if you 
didn’t do your homework at home, lunch is not for 

socializing, so get it done! To the juniors: These 
teachers will kill you with work, I kid you not. 

Name: Gusna Hoque 

Statement: 
I, Gusna Hoque, leave behind to the underclassman 
lunchtime for homework. 

Name: Luis Perez, Jr.  

Statement: 
I, Luis Perez, Jr., leave the following advice to the 
underclassmen: Pay your dues as early as possible, 
Work hard throughout your four years, and never 
give up because you are only in high school once. 

Name: Stephanie Castillo 

Statement: 
I Stephanie Castillo, leave behind friendships to 
underclassmen for the following reasons: 
There are friendships that last a lifetime. 

Name: Rajee Henderson 
Nickname: Star Boy 

Statement: 
I, Rajee Henderson, leave behind the following 
memories to all the other students because they can 
be carried on forever. 

Dislikes: 
1. Homework 
2. Studying 
3. Not eating 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENTS 

CURRENT EVENTS
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 SENIORS
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SENIORS 
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JOURNALISM STAFF
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2016-2017  
The HARP Beat Newsletter Staff

Faculty Adviser: Sharon Gray 

Principal: Kelli A. White 

Editors 
Diana Santos, Entertainment 

Nick Diaz, Sports 
Kadine Octable, Current Events 

Marina Diaz, Holiday 
Keila Romero, Advice 

Thamira Polanco, Fashion/Style 

Fashion/Style 
Thamira Polanco 
Ayonna Perkins 

Current Events 
Kadine Octable 
Gerardo Merino 

Shenelle Ramjas 

Entertainment 
Diana Santos 

Jensly Campos 

Sports 
Nick Diaz 

Javier Ponce 

Local School News 
Victoria Krawinkel Peralta 

Marina Diaz 

Advice/Health and Wellness 
Lisbeth Roa 

Tanisha Ahmed 
Fariha Mahmud 
Keila Romero 

Chantal Martinez 
Tayri Pichardo


